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()n~' nf Ihe ml"l c,tefhi\t~ calC'glJrie~Ilf earl) medic,al
and.l~'1 frlllll pn'.Norman Ird:lOtl ar•.• the tl.~~'oraleJ
&ra\•.•-~1.1h~.gem'rall) om;mlenh;d \\ith '>11111'"fllnll of
,ro~~. ,\ Illinuril) Ilf Ihe~e ~Ialh ha\(' in,criplitln~: mn,1
wnllllonly ~arin~ the prayer Or/mtj do X '<1pra)'C'TIi,
a~ked I for X'. They are IImiled in di'lrihUlion and lend
III he found in du~te~ - lhey are panicularly
promim'lIl in Ihe n;l1lral lIIidland~ of Ireland, for
eX<lmple. and in lh~' lri~h ~'olonil'~ uf Ihl' ,oulhern
lI('hride~: in conlra~llh('} are relalively mre hmh in Ihe
nonh.ea~1 and ,oulh llf Ireland. Where graw-~Iabs du
occur. 'cry large numhe~ call he found on indi•...idual
~ile~. There arc approximately 7011 now known from
Ihe ~ingk ~ih; of Clnllmaenoi~e. 200 odd from Gallen,
10:0 \If '>I)frum lona. f:d from Ini~ht:allra and IlnJponitln~
aid)' ~matler numtx-~ from such sit~" a' Ci1cndalnugh.
For an an:haC'olngi'l of the early Irish church,
Ihl'refore. Ihey are crucially impurtanl loob in
allempling 10 identify lhe geographical e.\lenl of Irish
Chri,li:lIIily. hllih ill lenm of mlllacts wilh olher
n:gion, in lhe Rrili~h 1~ll'~.Hld in lerms of Ihe impacl
{IfChri,;tianiIY nn 1'-11:011Irbh t,:ommuniti•.•s. If w•.•could
dale these monllml'11ISor if \\'e knew \\hal social
da~'e ••Wl're eommemoraled in this fashion, ",e wuuld
lx. in a flI.l,ilion to make ~()mepeninent ob~r\i3ti('l",
on th•.•dislrilllllilln and atlilialiom 01 m;lny ml'die\'al
Iri,h Chri'lian ellmmunili~ ••. [ prtlfll.he to confine
my~df for lhi~ p'lrcr lu lhl' pmlltelll of the identifica-
lion of thl' ~ocial C:llcgOril'~of pcople hcing commelll-
milled on the~e mununlents.

Remarlailly. despite lheir importarn:c. llu:r~' ha,
been lillIe ;lIlal)'~i~of pre-Nonnan lri~h ~rave-,Iall,. I
,u'pcel this is hasically a refleclion of lhe liny field
",hi,h i, !ri,h Chrislian art:haeology; il is hardly
,urprisinv th:.llthe fe.•••re~an'hen. illihis area have felt
dr<l\\n In mon: \i'uall) cx~'ilinp.ilnefael\ ,ueh as lhe
high-cm' •••.•••.The siluation i~ nnt hclpc:d Ily Ihe fa~.t
lh:11there IS no ea,ily ;J\'ailahk corpu~ of lh•.•gra•...e-
,Iah,; cwo III hi, own day. ~1aCilli"er's 11}4Q Ctlrpll~
(other .•••.lse kno.•••.n a••CIIC, wu., nOI a complete record
~lfthe lnllwn ••lones and many subsequent di">Co\'eries
<Irepubli ••hed only pi~'i,:emealin Incal hislOl)' Journals
.••.hl'rt" Ihey are pllllli,hed at all. More relevantly. no
m:ljor as''''ffit.'nt of nul' melhodology for siudying
Ihe'oCmonumcnts ha. I"ken place since lile days of
Pl'lri~"s pioneering vi••il•• In C1nnmaclllli~ in IK22.
(The n::suh~ of Iho•••.• visits .•••rn: suh-.equently
puillished by Margarel Swkes in 1872-1878 untler Ihe
lille CIlri.ui(lf1 IlHcriplif//1I of Irl!1(llldl. The lOusl
detaikd di">Cussion in Ihe modem period. that hy
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hllher I'adraig Lit'flaN III 1%1. i~ ••till hl.'avily inl1u-
l'n~'ed by Pelrie's v'iew~.

Thi, is parti~'ul;lrlyobvious in Linnard's ctln~lrue-
lilln of a chmnolugy which. unlih' 'ol."utplural~Iudies
d •••.•\\ here, i, only v..-r)'lotN:1y Ila•.•...d on archa~'olug-
il';11or "rt-hi ••torieal ~'riK'ria_Insleild, Liunard plal'~'d
great emphasi ••on idclllifying tho••e individual, whose
names are inscriht.'tJ on thl.' ,Iall ••with 1i~llre••01' Ihe
.ame nallle \\hme uhils <ICeurin lh~' annah. In Ihi••
W;l)'.h•.•.•••.<1,OInk IIIPUIfurward a typologi~-al ''''411cncc
of gra\c-slah tko.sign\\ hi~'h ",a ••lied IIIhi••lmical dale~.
A~ I ha\'c p"inled nut ..-hewhl're. hu.•••.ewr. Ihb
appm.Il'h IlW~'~C\'cl)'lhing hi Pelri•.•.••e;lrly nin~-I~'enth-
century Iin~ing Ilf lh~'•••.•two \'cry diffcrenl ••els (If data
(S\\ih IIN5).

Th•.•most rl.'ccnl Ji"",'ussinn of the Clnnmacnni\C
gra\c.slahs. hy Raghn:lll 6 Floillll. fllllow~ a ~imilar
line of argunll'nE 10 LionarJ while u~ing lhe limitl'd
evidence of e,,"c:Jv':lll'tJ.•1:l1l,10had up hi••,uggc .•lillns.
A ~'rul'ial ekmenE in Ihe datin~ of \\ hal he l'all••type A
slabs, for cxamplC', i, lhl' proptl'al Ih:ll a ~1.lbdl.'tJicaled
10Ailif/ 11111'Ihllldlli/llo can he idenlifi•.•d wilh an Uf
Fia••..hradl Muaide king Ilf lIonh Ct)IJn:l~'hl.Ai/ill tJu"
nllllCl/IJ}lII. wh,,,e Ik<llh is U',:urded ill thc Al/lwl.\ of
U/.I.(t'f .\lIh /limo 7~ !Fanning & 6 htlili.nll' 19110,7:
6 Flninn IINS. 252). Similarly. 6 FI(lllln'~ Iype B ,Iab~
are anchored in lime Ily' Ihe e\islen~'e of in•.••..riptillns
referring 10 Suibne mac Maile.Umai and Qdran Ua
Eolais. Ml.'n .•••ith lhe••e nanK'S are recorded a~ ha\'in~
dil.'d in Clonmacnnise in SK7-92 and in 995 re••pl.'C'
tively (6 Fluinn 1995. 25~1.o Flllinn's idcnlilinlliuns are mlhn stfllnger than
Petrie', or Linn:ml\ in Ihal he limil' himself In Ihree
of Ihe extremely rare e,(:lmple" of ,lam. wilh
patmnymics (i.e. Ilolh the name of the indi\'idual and
lhal of a pnlVcnilor, cilher a father or :I gr.mdfalherl
mllre remote ancestor <Irecited. I On the other halld. It
h<l' III 0.: \Jid thai lICilher of the I.••.u name~ Ailill or
DUnchad are rare in Old Iri~h ;md Ihe u•••.•of the
geniliv'e foml Dun~'hal.!l!Jun Ih•.• ,Iah repre'Cnh all
Earl)' Old Irish ~pelling nnnnally ">Cenas ellrli•.•r than
lhe late ei~hlh ~"CnEur};the ol:litin the AIIIIlJf~ of Ul.ut'r
u:-.esthe laler - d(h) - al thi ••point. FllnhemKlre. there
is no very oh\'iou.. a.'M>Ciation ht.-lween :m Ui
Fia~'hrnch Muaide king from thl' Mo)" e~luary in
northern Mayo and eilher Athlollc on the Shannon -
wherc the ,Iah wa~ found - or Clonmacnojse. ea ••t of
lhe Shannon where 6 "1oinn ••lIg$l.'sl~the slah origi-
n;lh.-d.If Ailill wa••Iluril'd at ClllnmanJoi •••.•.he was the
unly known llIemlx'r of hi•• dyna ••ly In have been



hroug.ht "llUlh in this fashion: where we can illcotif}
the rcli~itlu, affiliations of this dynast)' they are
palmo, of the Columhan or Patrician churches.
109.ethe! with their own local establishments al Killala
and Kilmort"l1lo)'. lOne ,tulUld noh,",however, Ryme\
sug~estion. quoted by 6 Floinn, Ihill Ailill was fostered
iJrIlOIl!l.stthe Medmigc of Gall'.'uy Bay (Hyrne 1973.
loll); 0 I-loino 11J95. 2521. I do nOI hclic\c that this
entirely resolves the problem: Galway Ray is still lit

some consideral'lle distance fmm Athlone and the only
eighth-century figure at Clotlmus'nui-.e from this llrt"Olis
a (llhsihle hut by no means definitely idcmifit'tl
mCmllt'f of the Conm;licne of Ounmore. Co. Galway
who died as abonl in 740 (Kehncl 1997,250).)

The idenliticmion of AiJif/ (JIll.' Dllllcharho on lh~
slab wilh an Ui Fiachrach ling rai'ot':~.molher i~"ue.
Bolh Pelrie\ and Lionaro's idcntitkalion~ lIrew on Ihe
obits for eccle,ia,licaJ per-..:mnel.llld 'ot':culard~'nasls 10
an equal degrec. They felt free In do ~o on the ha,i, of
three poem ••of late Middle Irish or Modem lri~h d:lIe
which refer to Ihe burial (If king' al nonmacnlli~. Of
these. one i•• identified in a noll: hy the sevenleenth-
century John ('olgan as lhe worL of a Clonmacnoise
churchman, Mael.Patmil' who died in 1027 (Slole,
IH72, 76-7X ). A loCcond is a'>Cribcd 10 Ihe bard
Conaing Buidht" O'Mukonry writing "orne time hefnre
1224 (Slokes 187:!, 81: Best I'Jt)5), Thl.' third i, hy
Enoch O'Gillan who~ work ro,l-dates the association
of Va Ruaire wilh lUI early twelfth-century to ••••.er at
Clonll1acn{)i~c - :m a.~sociation whil"h i~ fl'1:orded in
lhe fourteenth-cenlury Rl'Xis1ry IIf C/onmllclloiJ(' hut
apparently nut earlier (Pelril.' 1970, 391-3: Kehnel
1Y97. 232-3). This lasl ~fen. to the :i,,,ociation of a
number of the later m~-die\al f.lmilies of the
Ro>,Common area with Clonmacnoi,e; r.•••.•oplc such as
tht" O'Flynns. the O'Flaheny ••, the O'Mulroonys and
the Mad.>cnllol~ (Slokes 1872,5-7). The ~1ael-Patraic
poem, ••••.hkh is apparently the earlie~t, appears to be
limited to king:-- who died befort." Ihe laler ninlh
century: w'here the"C can be identihed they include
member,> of the Vi Briuin Ai (If Rmcnmmon: Aed
AI!:in Ill:.!CFcrgaik of the Ccncl nF..ugain who died a••
high king. of Tara in 741: (juair~ Aidoe. an early king.
of the Vf Fiadlral'h Aid1ll.'of Kil111,Il'duaghwho (lied in
663: Aed mac Bn'nn:lin :Ind other kin~~ of Tethbae in
Lungron.l; llk.'lIllxf'o of th~'Cellt'l C.lirpri I"lJ:--sihlyfrom
the Granard region, Aed mat' Colgcll, king of Int
Airthir in Co, Aml"gh: Cathal m;ICAikllo. prohably of
the Vi Maille in ea,t Galwa~ \\ 110died in R46 and
Mae1-Sechnaill of the Clann Chnlmain, :--aidto be the
lir,t Vi Neill high-king who m;m;lgl"ll to taLe hostage:--
from !>(luthMun:--terand \\ ho died in 10\62.

Some of thesc indi\'iduah are aho Ji:--tedc1sewhl're
a, having hcen lluried in ClullIll.lt'noise; Aed mat'
Col gen. for example, i•• recorded a•• ha\'ing di~d on
pilgrimage III Clonmacnoi,e in lhe AnlluII of UI.\ln in
610 ••nd ~bc1-Sechnai11. a~ 0 l10inn has pointed out.
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i:--rCl"(J(deda_,ha\'ing het"n huried at Clonmacnoi~e in
lhe tenth-cenIUI)' texl, Baile ill .'inii/ a:--wa•• his ••on
Flann Sinna (0 Floinn 1~5. 2,54;Meyer 1918. 134-51,
TIle :--altle(\:'){Ial:--orefers 10 Ihe hurial (If Aed Allan at
ClonmacnOisc (~lc:yer 19HI. 233) while Ihe Annal, of
the Pour \taste!:'> Juh mlllif 1'1'6. 914, 921. 92b
indicale:-- thaI Mael-St'chnaill'~ wife .md hi" IWO
daughten.. Lfgileh and Muirgal were interred on lhe
••amesite.

Therefore. nen though we do nol have indepen-
dent cOITOooratinn in all ca,es of Mac1.Patralc'" ~tate.
Olelll". it :-.eelm reasonahle to SUpf'll\(, that CIon,
macnoise wa~ lnown in the pre-Norman ~riod a•• a
t'('metel)' in which kings mili!-hthe huried and that for
the mO:--lpart, such king" wert."from lh(' great dynaslies
of the midlands with oc(:asional ell.l'eplions "u~'h as thl'
king of Ihe Cene! nF,ogain tin Co:--.Dcrry and Tyrone),
the king of Jill Ainhir (frulll Co. Amlaghl or the king of
Knowth in Co. \tealh. It has 10 bc said, howe'er. lhat
thl~ is nOI quite ttk.' ~••me thing a!'. ••ayinE! thai the
monuments which we now call gmvc>shlh:--n(,l'e,sarily
reflect burial mllrker:-- for tht': grdves of Iho~e same-
king'>, We ha,'e no idea of the ap~ar.ln~'e of a ro~al
mau..oleurn in Ihe pre. Noonan period and Pelrie.
Lionard and 6 F1oinn"s assumption lhal they were
huried under gr.l\'l'-:--Iah, of lhe ty~ under di~ussion
is :--implyan a\:--lunptilln.

In point of fat'\, w'ht"nwe l{l(lkatllm'ol' few in"rip-
lio1lSwhich give u•• ~ume indicalion of the l'areef'> of
tho<;('COmnll"llltlr,lled,we hOl\'('two expliL'it referen~'e~
to the commemoration of kings (rj):

Clle No, 71)S- elL 170 IClonm,ll'noisc): Or do
At'(i mc Bihrifl III, C(Jid.~ HIli Cd/ail.1I ca r.u:.
JUI/mln('

clle 1'\0. 1}~t1(Ro"l'rea, Cu. Tipperary.: ... (10 U
Cllt'rhlli/l oll/l/o rig de

In neither case doe:--the stone sut\'in' hut if we can
al'Cept the te:--timonies of the ninetl"Cnlh-l'entul)' anli-
quarians, ncithL'r :--Iahwas unlamented with a L'ro,S,
in,t('ad the slah, were entirely plain, Furthermore, the
slah~ arc eXlremely unu,ual in Ihat e.lL"h giw•• a
communilY name; 1m "111111' (Uf Maine) in 0111."place or
(,f/' (I~I(') in the lither. Nut nnly :Irt."the"" stones unique
_ sn far as we know - 11\ referring In tht' CUflImellltl-
raled man :1, a )"ing.:lhey are 011..0 entirely din-erellt in
'lyk from lhe lTIaJ(mt~of the gra\c- ••lah ....Tn assume
lh{"refore lhat a hi!!h pC'rcentage of gra\'e-:--lal'l~with
no:--,<~ but without community affiliations or titles
:l!:'>ocommemoralc king~ is allowing lhc Jall'r IIlt'die\ al
document,lry ,nurcc:--to domin.lle our interpretation.

Of Ihc uthcr :--Iah:--where Ihe f'l"!:'>on lleing
commemorated is funher idemilil"d. fOIiT refer to
expli~'itl~ derical IlCr~onal: three commemoratc
hishop:-- and a founh is a prie'>l lCII(, No,_ 6:!O, MO.
X97. lN9). In his ~"1Jitionof l!raicec-III no Rillr, lialll



Brt.':lln:ll:hha" pointed oul tll<lllh~ inhaoilant'> of t'n:le.
"ia"tic ••1 '>l.'ukmems ar~ groupcd inlo Ihree major
da"st'), in Ihe vcrnal:ular le\t'>: lhe X'IJ,lil t'1'11/.1f1or
deril:s (men sllch a" hi"hops. pric),ts. dca•.:ons, kclors.
elloft.'i"ls); Ihe Krci<lll 141,,1t'f'llf.m or scn.it.c pcr",mncl
(men such as millers, g;mJcners, nluks. sle •.••.aros and
dnur-kel'pers) and tnc K.I"Cic1t1 1'1,wi Uf schol.nly Brades
(Bn'illnach 19~7, 8.t-5). Our four slabs Ihus CIllllnlCl1l-
urJte IIIt'mtx-rs of Ihe }<nilla t'n//m as Ihe) arc defined
in Ihe \ernat'ular law-le,I".

A 'ifth ••1,,0 commcmorales a !t-ader of a
community identified merely a••('/' (clle Nil, 5V}J. As
Colman Etchinghilm ha•• plJinted lIul. the k;ll!c-rs of
early m~di~val el'c1e••iaslicOlIl'llllllllunities CIluld huld
\'arious lilies: clc:rical titles sUl'h as lhut tlf bislmp;
alternalively lay-administrators sudl as uin'himu'dl or
n"'rflrht.,l' (coarh), or mona"tic lilies such as thaI nf
ahnul (Etchinghum IIN-l). Thl' tillt' (II' llf flh (Iri"h
spdling coulll lary here) - or (lhht.n in I.alin sources
can he used llf all "ll:h Il';ldl'rs indi"aimin;ltely. It i".
tht"rdnrt", impu""ihle 10 l>a~preci-.ely \\helher Tomas
(II' of Tcmple Brt••...an. Co. Galway. the lIIan CIHlllllellll)'-
ratcd on this slah, was a ml'mher nfthe .t<rtilltJ l'{'a1Ja llf
of the grof/a lIird l'mfla - he could haw heen a lay
administralnr, a cleric or an :lbbnl IIr any l'nmoinalinn
IIf these.

Two more slahs refer 10 the individual's peNlllal
l:t"f,J,groulld~CO"l.Toichis identified as a L(liKIlI'('" Of
Lcinslcmlall while Mlienach il>emitk"l.lIl;11'or foster-
father (Clle No. X91, XX7).This does nol help us in
idenlifying the SOcilll cia'" 10 .•••hich these people
heJong. N(lr docs the slal:t referring 10 a woman (('lie
No. .t6); such a woman could he a holy woman who
had laken \o .•••.s, lhe wife of an CI.:clesial>ticof any
l'atcgor)' or a l>ecul..lr.•••oman.

Thus we L'an identify fivc churchmen, including
three hishops commemorated on Ihe grave slahs in
:lddition 10olher indiliduah who may or may not have
been pan of the peNmncl nt an ecclesiastical sellle-
ment. This males il dt'ar Ihal a number of prominent
churchmen (a calegory aoout which tht' lal~r medieval
pllClllSarc entirely silent) arc eommemoraled on these
gnn'c-slabs. MoreO\er, the lheory Ihal man)' eedesi~-
lie), were honoured wilh deconlled gr.tvc-slabs can be
cormhor.Jlcd by looking al Ihe names on man)' of the
~Iahs. Amongst the people cOlllflll'morated in the
in",riplions from Clonm;u.'noise, for cllamplt'. are
Marcus (79), Stefan (108), Thomas (277, 570),
Benedict (298), Daniel ('boll. Manin (590) - people
with names which derive from the internalional
Christian lradilion and which arc nul U"l."l.lby SCl'ular
Irish nobility in pre-Norman genealogies. (These
numhcrs refer 10 Ihe l:urrent UPW clIt:llogue of
C1onmacnoise slabs.) There arc also names which
begin with the elemenl mm'l - a woro which often
means 'lonsurt'd' followed by tht' name of famous
saints; lhese include four ellamples of Mael Ciarain
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{I51_ 181,266, 332)t"'0 ellamp1cs I,f Mad to.luire(20,
324). lhree nampb of Mad Briglc (2K9, .l4~. 350),
lhree of Mad ~ticht'il (31tl. 327, 476) and twollf ~lacl
Patmic (lIN, .~51). In addition, IWOnames IJcginning
.....ilh~1I1{/are listed - a word which means scrvanl and
whil'h he..:nmes CIlmmun in Ihe Nurse period~ Gil/lj
Giaraill (sic) 'servant of Ciaran' (clle 739) or Gilill
Chrjj-I (CIIC 738). It s.eelll~ most plausible to unJcr-
sl.md these \'urious nailles ilS helonging to chun:hmcn
ralher than tn sl'cular w••rrill •..•.Thus the evidence uf
the slabs themselves, whcn: di:lgnuslic, is far mure
heavily focussed on ecclcsia.slical personnd than elll
royalty.

There is funher el'idenl'e which can be brought 10
hear un Ihis prohlem. The rea II)' slanling element in
the grave-slah inSl.'riptiuns is that so f~•.••.of them bear
p:ltronymics. To dale I have len slabs hc-aring Ihe name
of the falher. grandfalher or communilY to which lhe
individual hclnn£s (CIIC 51N, 7(),t 6KK,776, 779, 798.
930, 93..t 900; Fanning & 6 hEailidhe 19RO,fig. 2.2). I
cannol offer precise ••tatistics but it is c1ear that the-.e
n:present :I tiny pcrl't:nlage of Ihe corpu •• of in'>l:rip.
tions as a whole. This fealure distinguishes gra\'e.~lah
inscriptions from lhose fuund on Ilgam stones where
individuals are most commonly identilkd with
patron)'mics. We lnow of only one ogam inscription
.....hichdearly identities a deric -lhe famous Arraglen
slune from Co. Kerry. In Ihis case Ihe commemorand.
Ronan, is idell1ilit.-dhoth a.s a priest and al>the son of
COlllogann (Mal'alisler 1945, 140-1). No such details
are given on other ogam memorials and it is lhu~
impossible 10 know what percentage of the~ may
commemorate ecc1esia-stical personnel. 11le m<)J>1we
can do is note the presence of Chrislian ideology on a
minorilY of the ogam slOnes a.s indicaled by lhe
prescnce uf L'ff,)S"oCS(Swift 19971, In contrast with
Macalister's I'iews thai l'roSseS were inevitably added
subsequently tn the inscriptions, Ann Hamlin aI}'!uedin
19K2 Ih,lt unly a mmorilY of the cros .•-omamented
ogam SlOnes shnwt'd ~\'idence ftlf a later addition of
the cross and this SI,.'(."msborne out by my o•.••.n investi-
gation of Ihe stones (Swift. fonhcomingl. Assuming
therefore, that the majority of crosses arc contempo-
rary and indicale loc Chrislian beliefs uf the comlnem-
onllld, it is clear thai, on ogam stllnes, no dislinctiun is
made helv.'CI."nlhe naming fonnulae uS(.'d for overt
Chrislian.s and those u\Cd for Ibe res! of the population
(Fig. I).

The dark columns in the Figures repreSC'ntogam
stones ••••ithout cross.es; the lighter columns represent
lhul>Cwilh crosses. In both groups. Ihe name of both
individual and fathcr/grandfatherlclllllmunity IS
nnnnally gin"n. To ""hat e.\lenl those whose ogam
stones arc marked by cms~s were pmfes~ional eccle-
~iastics rather than simply praclising Chri\lians
rt'mains, oowever, impossible to ~ay.

If we look atlhe naming fonnulac for C<.'c1esia••tics
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in the annals. hm\o'cver. they arc ell-arl) di.\tinguished
fwm "'-'t,:ulafdynast:. of the same peril!d IFip 2-3).

figure .••2 and J arc mold•••up of llil n;lllle' in the
AmwlJ f~"UI.Her Oct"'ccn Inl" yeaf'" Cl()Uand YOO,"here
I~ rule of thl.' pt"Nln naml'd i, itklllilicd. II is \''''1)
dl.'ar th:ll thl' majority 01 notIce .••(If cede,iJ'l,"'''' refer
til them by their namt' <l1011l.' withntll the 11\1." 01

palronyrnic. In comra~t, wh•.•n (In•.•e)(amine~ Ihe name~
o( ~l'1.'ulardyna~b in Ihe' ~all1e'lime (ram•.•.Ihe last
majority an~ id•.•ntili~ hy name and p;ltrunyrnic. {Tile
hlad; l'olumn o( single nomle, among"l thc 'c\'ular
dyna~t~ i, suh,t;mlially ;tCCOUIl1cd(or hy th•.•aIHlah~b'
hahit ll( rderring 10cllrrt"nll.ing~ (l(Tara hy Iheir name
;llon•••.If Iht"~e indi\iduah are e\eerpled. Ih•.• hl:td.
l'\.lumn diminishe ••con~iderahly, I

Whcn onc hr•••ab down this dOilailiin 'mailer l'ale-
goric ••. il beeome~ apparenl lh,ll Ihe n;lllling formula
\larie, ~Iwecn differetl\ da~-.c.. H( en'le ••ia~lil'••.
P;llnlll)tllics nr olher indieation~ of dyna ••tic dc~cnt
are impor1ant in the casc of lcadL'h o( Ihe cOlTllllunilY;
Ihe nan1C'~01 Ju~t under half nf ~ul'h leaders inl:IUli.:
this infonnalinn tFig, .f) For cleril'al fIl.°Nll1nd or
.~rd(/lll'm/.\lI. in conlrd't. thi ••JX'rn.nt;lgl.'drnp~ l'on~id-
enlhly. (I indude anchorirl.'s in Ihi•• 1i~1 hcc:tu~e.
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although they arc not li,tl>J in the \emacular Irac!.' a~
members Ilf this ca,le. Iheir power is idcnlilied
t'hewhere as lkri\'ing from their dedic;llinn 1O
Chri~tian \'alu •.•~l tFig, 5), For gffida uird 1'('(1(111III
..en-in" fIl.'Nmn•.•1 Ih•.•percentaj!'" of patronymil'~ rise~
drolmillically (Fig. oj, My final l'har1 repre~enl~ Iho"C.'
who I hl.'he\"Crcpre~cnl Latini-.ed equi\lalelll~ HI' the
gffida 1'I'IUlinr ecck:-ia~tical ~eholar•• as 1i"ll>Jin Ihl'
\cmacular Imels lI'ig. 71. Here Ihe perl'Cnla~e Ilf
nam('~ wilh p;ltronymic~ i~dn-.cr 10 Ihal of the leader'
uf C'ceksia~lical Slon!t'menh ilnd rerreSl'nt~ jU~1undt'r
half the lolal. It i~ not une"'pel..'lcd Ihal d)"na~lici'l1l
••hould play an illll"Or1antroll" aIl10fll!-~1e•...c1c~i;I,tkal
leaders «(J C{\rr~in 1981. 327-3331 but the' rclath'c1)'
high pcn.:••nta!!~Oof ralrnnymil'~ alTlllll~,t the ~~.hlllar~
indicate, Ihal dyna~tiel~lll wa~ abll a ehar,Kleri,li •...uf
Ihe !oCholarlyi.'la"e~. ('"Iman Elchingh.tlll ha_,dra .•••.n
Ill)' attention 10 a pa,sage puhli ••hed hy E.J. uY" nil
119-12,321 and ~lIh'oCquentlyedited hy Liam Hreiltna•...h
t 1987, -161.In Ihi, il i, ~l:Iled Ihat

'he "lin i~ !lot th~'child of a noble, or a poet or a
!t'aml"d l'hurchrn,lll j('}:lIul ,ue~ (or lIlIly half
hUllour-price ulllil 1"11.'M.'ne learning doubly'.
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900.

Thi~ loan he compared wilh a passage in Uruict'{"hl !1Il

Riar ""hich slales:
If he be not tne son of a poet, however, or a
granJ<;llll. only half hnnuur-price gues to him, ;1••
Jri.sh law !ill)'s: 'ONLY HALF HO~OUR-PRICE
GOES TO SAGES -SUm-IF IT IS NOTTOA
FAMI1.Y (OF SAGES) THAT TilEY ARE
BORN IBrealnach 1987. !04--5).
The sui or \U!!e is idenlified a~ a member of the

gratia t'f"fl(li or ~cholarly grades in Ihe vernacular tracts
and ap~ar; to represent lhe same calc gory uf pcr•.•on
as is inJit:atcd hy the Latin word ~criIJtl,At:eorJing 10
Uraicechl 1/(/R(llr, Ihcrefnre, il is only if one is hom
into a k<lml-oJfamily that OTIC is aUlom:lti,,'<lllyentilled
to full honour-price. In contrast, according. to the tirst
passage, you could also reach full honour. price if you
performed olltslandingly as a !>i:holar.Clearly Ihis is a
smuewhat subjective criterion (cllnscllsus nil such
mailers being notoriously dilficult 10 obtain) :md il
may have neen more llexihle than it appear;; it is
impmsible to lell 00", many scholan. may have

"'

allaincd full honour-price through recognition by lheir
~en.. For lhe lawyer:'., at any rale, lhe more nonnal
route to high stalus as a scholar appears 10 have been
membership of an academic dan. II therefore mal.es
sense thai the anccslr)' of such men ••••.as often indicaled
in their deillh-noticcs.

This mill.es Ihe two slabs with patronymics idemi-
tied oy Petrie Wilh personnel I.no.•••n 10 have diet! :11
Clonmaclloise partil'ularl)' intcresting. The lirsl is thai
commemorating Suibne mac Maile Umai ",hom Petrie
idenlified wilh a churchman ",hose fame was such Ihat
hc was rcconkd 1\01only in the Irish annah (AU 891.
AFM lHI?) bul also in the Alllwfe~ C(If"briae of Wales
J"h tlllllO 889 and by Hortnce of Worcesler in 892
where he is idl::nlifieJ a.•.•'lhl:: lIIu~t lellmet! (h.-lor of
learning amongst Ihe Irish' (Stokes INn, 39-40).
Unfortunately this slab is now IO~1but a M'cond ~Iab,
thlll of Ddr;!n Ua Eolai ••.is currentl)' on exhibilion in
lhe Clonmacnoi>.;e Herilap.e Centre. A ll"K:rnherof the
~luimer Eolais of Conmaicne Maige Rein in Co.
Lcilrim ••••.ith lhis naml: ha."a dl:alh.nntice in AFM 994
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ri/{o 0$. Th" /tm/Ill/m' 11.\('lfji" l1,ltIlllU~ lem/en of t'cclt'fia.uical nmllltlmiri('\ ;/1 tht' Ann;lh of Uhler henrt't'/l Ihe
,wan AD fi()()Wid 900. n/(, t',wcl 'mfn/mil/II of ,h"oW'ti,It',~iJ a mattt'r /tlt (I"h(l/(' t/lld Jilin' III"ir {"tlCl.lt' si.r.:"if-
inm('(' is 110/of iUII{' in IlIi\ 11oI/1H." / (/0 Ilot/nun/ml' 1/1('/11hne. AII\houlti he I'ir ••••ed /11',limply 1'(1(\';"1<II'tln (~f
dt'Ji/olI/(III1/K lhe Inider of II rt'fi/ilillll.1 nJIIllmmi'.':

•• • fcc:: single names. o fcc:name" !athe, 0 Ecc:name" grilndf .

EplscopU$
II,.

Epscopi

Ep." other
titles

PonUfe. 5acerdos Anchorites
s=a

Anchorite
"olher
t1Uu

"-;/01. 5. fht' jomlll!cle Ult'llfor /II"'lill,1( "'l'",ben of fir,. ''''ifl'Hion"l dpri('Il/l:rIllll'J (g.r:l.da cl"llhal tlml ,mcllorill'J in
IIII' Annal~ of Uhter b('hn'("I/lI(' n'an AI) 6(KJ IlI"J WKJ

Latin epih'oJIiH or Iri,h ('I'KI/l' = bi~hllP
Latin IJilI/ti/I'j, = bi!>hop
Latin .\tlcerJf1s = priest
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fil(. h. 11lt'lon/IIII"t' 11\C'l1for mll/lil/g IIlrmh('fI of tI'l' ('(T/n;fIIlil'{li ,11f(l,ks IIfur .••.in. fI('nmll1d IgraJa uird ecah,a/
m (he Annal!> of Uhler Jwtll'n'1l 1111',H'lIn ,\1) ()(X) {IIl,1 fiOO

Latm ('I/IIOmll/lI.\ = ~lc"anJ
• In~h "'drr = ~Icward

Iri~h.le(/w/' = a,~i,lanl leader and/or ., .
. prIOr .
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• &::c;S Ingle names lJ Ecc name + rather a &::c:name + grandl.

Scrlb.a SCrlba. other Fer lelglnn Doctor Saplenl Religlosus Alumnus
titles

fig. 7. n,t' fonl1l1l<1/' 1IIi'lllllr /luming f//,'mherJ 0/,111' .ldlfJllJf/r /'nll'ximfiwl d(/.\.I('.\ (grada l'•.:nai) ;n 1/11'Annal~
01 Ubtcr hn""t't'li till" rmn AlJ 600 lind WXl

Lalinluif1f.l = scri~ .mdlor lllwrnan
iri,h ft', lligillfl = 'm.lIIof rC:ldin~' = ? ~h..,larof 'ilcrcd scripture

• l~lin (/o("tor = C\pcrt in Chri,li,m Ic,H:hing
• L.1lin '(//';t'II\ = .••••isl. (\n~'

Latin rt'liRio.\'/H = 'religious person'
• 1.•llin alumlllH

whi•.:h refer.; 10 him <IS a .,('1'/111"';1111 (s,,:ri~) (If
Clonlllacnuis~. In the' light of thC'p,llIern noled in fhe
annalisfil: nhib. il is surdy pani •..ularl)' signitkanl Ihal.
if ••••1." l'an al'l'l'pt Ihe idl,'ntilil";ltiol1s, Iwn Ill' lhe
eXlremdy rare c:o.arnpks of gra\'e-slahs hearing
palmnymiclo are assu•.:ialed with memlxrlo of till' Knll/a
('('nil; or M:holarly grades.

In shon. Ih~ \'asl maiorily of the slabs do nol ha\l'
patrunymics, On the patlt"m of Ihe naming forlllul;\C'
l'onlcmporancously re•...CIlJ...-din Ihl,.'Anfla/I oj UI.IIt'f.
the most 1i1..e1)"group 10 han' !leen I,.'llrnmelllorafed
without listing patwnYlIli•...s are l'l'c1I,'siaslical
pcrsonnd. Wilhin Ihis hroad catC'gorisation. Iht' annal.
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islil' lloits wilh(lut llillronymin; are mOst commonly
a" •..••.:i<lted with membership of the }:rtil/d ('('fl/.m or
clerical gr;l(.Ics,possihl)' including those with mona.sti('
(lr qu,lsi.monastic gr•.uks sllt'h as the an•..'horites or the
/1{1/111l.\mi,JIf' (leader of ~'niors), This •••.ould agn.'c
wilh the \'C'r)" small numhcr of inscriptinns which
;nJi("llle the role of the ('ommemnrand - ••••here four of
fhe len C(llllnlCmorale membcno. of the gni.la ('ral.m
and a fifth I,'(lmmcmor.lles an (//'. 1I0wC'\'er. ;1 i~ aho
clear Ih;lt ,III g.r,lde••of eccle ••ia••lical personnel in Ihe
,lIlnah •...an have "hits without p..1tronymic~. Sincc 31
1cas1two ••tah inscripllllns may refer 10memhers of the
gnitJa I'C/I(/; (sl.'holarly grades. the best c.'(planation at



the rnurnl'lIl !>t'('rnsto hc.'thill ecdesiilSlieal per~onnel -
of all categories - ~'an he cornml'mofilted wilh grave-
slatos. iEcclesia~tic~ of all grade, - from slayes 10
toi...hop... - are idenlitit:d as a di...tin~'li\e -.eClor of
"t"ll:iel) in conlelllpl.lrilT)" dl"ll:Ullll'nh - often being
de"l'rilxd as thl" lrihe.'of lI"vi or lI",ile' (6 CUrTain ('f

af. IY!l.t .W4-7).) II '.'ould arllCi.r lhat e~'clcsiaslics. in
gencfill, lended 10 Ix' almosl cxdu,i\c1y ~'llllHllCIll(l-
rJted wilhout piltronymics on I!raw-slabs - whatcwr
slyle WilSadopll"(l for their d•.•alh.nolil .•.•s in the annals.

This examinalion of naming fonnul;ll' in the annal,
hilS fl"inforced Ihe c(ll1l'lu,ion matiI.' Imm the \ery
limited {'vidence Oll Ihe slao, - namely Ihal lhere is
little contemporary indi~'alilln of the commemoration
Ilf sc:cular dynasb un Ih•.•.•.c monumenl,. This. in lum.
...In:n~lhcn, the poinl that thl' laler medic"al poem, on
II~ tourial of kin~... at Clonmacnoi-.e ma)' Ix unduly
inl1ucrl\:in¥ our inlerpn':lalioll of Ihl'sc ancfa~'l ....It also
Ihro'.' \ funhcr suspicion on Ihc prJClil'c dusinl! anna!.
isli,' uhll\ lit \('\,:ular dyna ...l...10l.ble grave-slah slyles-
11)1,'Illelhndology adopl~d hy !'•..tnc ,lI1d Lionard and
\'h.ihle in Fanning. 6 hEililidh •.•and () l'loinn\ linking
of the Ailifl w/t" Dllllc1IfIl1r1l stolle In a laler dghlh.
l'l'111IH)'king of Connadll. On Ihe hilSisof the e\idcnce
outlinl:'d here. it would appc:ar Ihal t1~ !argl:'numhe.'r.•.of
~ra\e'-,Iill~ found on ...ile's ,udl as Clonma.:noise and
lona. as '.'cll as un lh.: suoordin:Jle ,it •.•s in Iheir
\'icinity. shuuld he ,cen a...,'omml'lIInrating ecd •.•sias-
tic\ almo ...l c'(c!u,iwl). Sll~'ha l'Onclu,ion has implica-
tinns fllr Ihe mixl."d ,<culm and ecdcsiaslieal ~1I1e-
lllt'm, 'il"Cnby mimy as heing the norm for Ihe larger
Irish I:'l'desiaslica! seltlen~1I1s ill the pre.Nonnan
pt'riod (S~an 191B. 276-8: Swan 1YH:'i: 6 Corr.iin
1()9~, 31-2; Gruhalll 1993. 23-.'6: Bradley 199R.
-l2-61,
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