Cuthacks are as pernicious as hard drugs

HE protests
Sbom )
rug-dealers in
Roscrea gave
meapni:md
sense of déja vu. In a small town
hit by the recession, Gardal have
complained that their ‘limited re-
source base' has restricted their

capacity to to the
S Alaghs the Carde tngien-
al nit has been de-

p the Roscrea problem is
hauntingly reminiscent of anoth-
er criminal culture
— Limerick City’s in the last ma-
en | was research
landuime.msidents?m-
ick’s marginalised areas de-
scribed how, during the 1980s,
drug dealers got a in their
ighbourhoods. These settled
estates became ravaged by drugs
crime and anti-social behaviour.
A poorly resourced police force
struggled to and the
POWET Vacuum a more
This criminal culture pro-
duced a deadly feud, a highly or-
ganised crime network and a cul-
ture of intimidation, culminating
in a series of murders that tore
the city apart. It took 100 extra
Gardal, an armed unit,
a new Criminal Jum(r;.as
well as massive investment into
community policing and youth
intervention schemes to undo
the damage created by state ne-

The parallels between the cur-
rent problems in Roscrea and the
earlier problems in Limerick
Cityl;avem.ised.brme.d?ec
questions about the legacy
austerity in Ireland.

Remarks by the Tanaiste, Joan
Burton, about the forthcoming
budget, this week, suggest a soft-
ening of fiscal adjustment and a
growing optimism about the
economy. However, after four
years of savage cuts to services,

new taxes, une nt
andemigmlgga whams&
ciety are we left with?

What are the gaps in public

services and how will these af-
fecthnuregouationsalrmdy
saddled with massive debt?

There are lessons to be
learned by re-visiting the pre-
vious recovery period in Ire-
land.

Batween 1980 and 1968, 20%
of acute hospital beds were
mkenmndtpelr'nh&h%lwtg.
system, creating over: ing
in accident-and-emerge
unitsthatmneversaﬂaao
rily solved. During the 1890s,

pieces of infrastructure,
such as the National Children’s

%

Estates became ravaged by drugs crime and anti-social behaviour. A poorly

row and immediate interest, to
the detriment of the broader
and long-term interests of the
factions themselves, apart alto-
gether from the nation as a
whole.” These comments could
have described Irish political
culture at almost any time be-
tween the early 1970s and the
bailout. Carroll predicted that
this approach mecom:injc di
management would end in dis-
aster and, of course, his predic-
tions were correct. The pan-
dering to factionalist interests
led to an economic crisis for

its remit to prudent advice
about ing our relation-
ship with the markets and the
ECB, though, like NAMA, it
may widen its remit in the fu-
ture. In the meantime, howev-
er, | have been heartened
somewhat by the substance of
a political spat this week be-
tween Gerry Adams and John
Bruton.
Bruton's call for an enthusi-
astic commemoration of the
maing of the 1914 Home Rule
evincad an extremely neg-
ative response from Adams,

resourced police force struggled to respond. The parallels between the
current drug problems in Roscrea and the earlier problems in Limerick City
have raised deeper questions about the legacy of austerity in Ireland

Hospital, were not built. State
institutions, such as St
Patrick’s, which had been de-
clared unfit in the 1980s to
house young offenders, were
w:l@ of the Celtic Tiger
did nothing to plug these gaps.
While the recession of the
1880s was the result of econom-
ic mismanagement, clearly eco-
nomic management of the
boom was not a sparkling suc-
cess either.

Why?

One of the reasons may be
Ireland’s reactive, inter-
est-driven political culture.
Writing about Irish economic
failures in the 1970s, the indus-
trialist, DSA Carroll, com-
plained that “successive gov-
ernments have proposed poli-
cies which they then failed to
pursue, have made offers to
the electorate which they could
not afford, and have responded
to factionalist demands of nar-

which we are still paying the
price.

Since the end of the bailout
programme and the departure
m'l‘l:di:;.twtnmgx-

Vi at asserting
their own fiscal interests, it
may now be time to ask
whether we can manage this
r more effectively than
wedidZnelastone.Granted.
we are hamstrung by Euro-
pean monetary policy and we
arebl.lrdenedmp&hanunsm-
tainable debt. However, we can
still make decisions that reflect
what we want Irish society to
be. After the bailout, the Na-
tional Fiscal Advisory Council
was established to provide the
Irish State with i ial ad-
vice about economic
ment, and one would i
that this would be the first
port of call in deciding what is
and isn't possible in
post-bailout era. So far, the
council seems to have confined

Ganed v of "esigrating
on of “denigrating
the sacrifice of 1916 icl-
pants”. This public battle be-
tween two senior political fig-
ures renews the focus on the
competing visions the Irish
revolutionary generation had
for Irish society 100 years ago.
While there may have been
dramatic differences between
1816 revolutionaries and the
advocates of Home Rule, each
group did, at least, have its
own distinct vision for Irish
society, which transcended the

demands of internal interest
groups and, indeed, over-bear-
ing external powers. Through-
out this period of turmoil,
which deeply damaged the
Irish economy, men and wom-
en dared to think about what
they wanted Irish society to be,
despite the limited re-
sources of a newly emerging

state.

The state they created deviat-
ed, in many ways, from all
their idealistic visions and
was, at times, horrifically re-
pressive.

However, for all the mocking
of Eamon de Valera's musings
on ‘cosy homesteads” and
‘comely maidens’, he and his

ents w_ilhi:fthg Ciglli .
generation of Irish politi-
cians did, at least, have a vi-
sion for Irish society. They
publicly debated what kind of
existence Irish society would
its citi consid-
ered what would be their
rights and, indeed, their obli-
gations to this new state. It
perhaps appropriate that, in
period, the current peneration
current tion
of Irish politicians is begin-
ning to reflect on the contribu-
tion of the various political
and revolutionary ps of
the 1914-1916

That generation showed ex-
traordinary courage in creat-
‘L{E a state in the face of

nts. At the end of
the War of Independence, they
stood in the rubble of an old
state and created a new one
inst significant odds. The
enge by the current

generation of Irish politicians
15 less staggering, but equally
important.
 austerity lifts, there are
significant gaps in public ser-
vices, which are catering to a
population weary of taxation
and the never-ending struggle
to survive. Failure to recognise
these gaps could lead to a
decline in quality of life
for all. At the meeting to dis-
cuss the drugs crisis in Ro-
screa last week, one local GP
said the people of the town
“have reached their limit".
They are not the only ones. In
the wake of austerity, what
kind of Ireland do we want to
create? Let's ask the people of
Roscrea.
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