The Leaving Certificate ‘leaves’ too many peo

this week. thought about
what Burmese pro-democracy advo-
cate.AungSuSthyl.sud in
Strasbourg last year when aocepﬁng

aptrmaﬁowpmmohng
thought: vealwayswdthem’s no

hope without endeavour Hope has
no meaning unless we are prepared
to work to realise our hopes and
dreams, but in order to do that we
nead friends.”

To achieve our dreams we must
not only work hard, but we must be
surrounded by people who believe
in us and can help us.

In Ireland, an individual’s posi-
tion in the workforce is strongly in-
fluenced by their ions, so
the Leaving teten.mmanon
is an enormous hurdle to achieving
one’s dreams.

Even for people who want careers
in farming or ss, for which
quahfwanonshave been
less ortant, access to grants and
mbs;&m-l'?sﬁ'omsmteorgmlsahms
mmmmngyhnkadhoamdm

Ihavetaughttlnrdlevalcoursee
ansocn.lac]l;sti? Imlantgeﬁllxje;helast
10 years, elieve ving
Certlfwatelsthemostunportantso

sorting mechanism we use. A
g:odxavmgwm“mdaool

ceona course
miebeahsymg;ntofupmdmo-
bihtyﬁm' an adolescent ﬁ'omamod

hhsmse. E'en failure to negotnm

these hurdles in adolescence can
place an affluent teen on a down-
ward social trajectory.

Prior to the 1960s, class position
in Ireland was determined

within dass
who weat to umvennty were thoss
who could afford it, regardless of
their Leaving Cartificate results.
The modernisation of the Irish
economy, from the Sean Lanaz;ss era
onwards, radically changed this
model, with n.e.h%muom largely

detezmmmgda.ss ition.
However, asa mportfromthe

CAO college places
are offered on the
basis of academic
performance, which
is always better
when pupils have
the support of
educated, moneyed,
savvy parents

Education Authori
demonsh'aam ted this week, fa?mera
have beeg reuna::katlilﬁrs sm
in transi to
hon-baaedm%l.

As part of its consultation paper
orn ‘Equity of Access to Education’,
revealed that the children
d farmers were three times more
hhlytogot:ocollegathanthaav
erage Leaving Certificate student.
This success 1s due not only to the
capacity of farm families to accass
State fun via the grants sys-
31;1. but 3:0& th:u'ml commitment to
prestigious and sacure occupa-
tions that require higher-level
qualifications.
_ This astute a to the Leav-
Cert is not
hls nervww eoonmmc
the 20th cen-

While oring the poor perfor-
%a ders in business, he
said that children from this class,
particularly thos2 who became re-
hglorusandteachm “sought to
instil in their pupils the convic-
tion that performance could lift
them out of the ancestral rut”.
Unfortunately, for the last six
years we have ived with the con-
sequences of the dark side of this
gu‘ﬁwmeﬂnc.whlchbemme
tdnrmgtheCelnchn

Ane ontstmmnmp

bankers’ led to a disastrous game
of follow-my-leader that ha.s
bmught the Irish economy to its

Teem who received their Leav-
ing Certificate results this week
started sacond-level in 2008, so
they are amongst the groups in
Irish society most protfou.nd.lg -
fected by austerity. It would
easy to them for being
cynical about the State’s evalua-
tion of their performance, given
the abysmal performsance of their
elders.

Yet, instead of cynicism the
Leaving Certificate students I met
this year were hopetful. and per-
haps more realistic, than thoss
who left school during the heady

days of the Celtic Tiger Their
hard work in school is the founda-

We are agaln witnessing
the slaughter of Innocent
chiidren with entire
families being wiped out.
Manufacturing of arms Is
going on at a faster pace
than ever. Sales are
booming In strife-torn
areas like the Middle
East, Eastem Europe,
parts of Africa, North
Korea, and parts of Latin
America.
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twnotﬁwrgm However, even
allowing for ences in perfor-
mance ethic across social groups,
there is a profound difference in
terms of where the Leaving Certifi-
cate is taking students from each
of the social classes in Ireland.
The HEA report found that while
90% of students from affluent
Dublin 6 go to third-level, only 15%
otthoeemDnblmndo Trav-
ellers, mature students and teens
from marginalised families are un-
dabra nted in college.
otlweoonomycansed
mgmtymmcalmlable
L Bal.l condl;vaéostudants
om yfermot who do not go to
college are much more likely
end up on social welfare or move
between insecure, short-term and
low-paid jobs that them hov-
ering above the trap.
Thereisat to blame the
families of these students for not
transitioning to third-level. Howev-
er, are published by the ES-
gsmgxm%% Klastweak.hl‘:-
orces Aung Suu Kyi's point that
achwwmentreqmvesakﬁlad
pm'tﬁ'omthoeewhomnhelpus
achwvehwr har i
Syt 0011818“33 ound
that getting into college is a com-
plex that must be skilfully
. Middle-class parents, par-
lymumn are effective at

SITTING IT OUT: students who
do not have the support of
family do less well Inthe

Certificate, and are
more [kely to be

margnalisad,

ple behind

this game becaussa they have been
through the process themselves.
The challenge for teens from

marginalised and immigrant fami-

families may betha pl
lenges so great simply mmam
ing in school to complete second-lev-
el is an enormous achievement
However, even ts from more
stable, u ¥ mobile families of-
ten have few skills to assist their
children in the tricky transition to
third-level, because it is a game they
have not played.

These adolescents are heavily re-
liant on support from schools,
through one-to-one career-guidance
counselling. Unfortunately for them,
thesa services have been cut by more
than 50% since 2011. This is surely
one of the most short-sighted educa-
tion cuts, given the massive invest-
ments into ear 3 education
during the Celnc iger, which has
kept greater numbers of

mwalwed children in school.
out this su the ‘academi-
cally bright’ from disadvan-

tagpdhomssamfallmgbytheway—

to the statistics pub-
hshedmmmpm chief exec-
utive Tom Boland said that the Irish

econumyneedstheseyomgpeaple
whoamb behmd There are

mRath@tm'
to drive an entire eco-
nmmcmcovary
Every year at Lea Certificate
multsny;a.wheunggmmoseex-
perts on Irish education, the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce in Ire-
land, about the successes and fail-
mofﬂmlrishenminaﬁonm
While are an interest grou;
and entitled to make their view B
known, the Irish education system
needs a much bigger transformation

g&fpshnplyem*apodntsﬁowspeciﬁc

/stemn must harness the tal-
gifts of all our population
and support them in transitioning to
ahope%ledfutum.
' Dr Niamh Hourigan Is a senlor lecturer

at the School of Sociology and Philoso-
phy, University College Cork.



